
The sun and the moon

Hold on tight, we're going on a journey.  Imagine for just a moment that we can fly. And we fly
and fly, high up past the sun and the moon until we reach North America.  We find ourselves on
the great prarie where the courageous indians of the Sioux Nation live.

When the drums sound, all of the members of the Sioux Nation gather together to recount legends
explaining their origins.

One of these legends describes how, years and years ago, in the times of the first warriers, the sun
and the moon lived on the earth and shared the great expanse of land where the Sioux indians had
set their teepees.

But everything changed when the sun and the moon came to realize that they were as different as
night and day.

The sun was a huge yellow globe, round as a ball of fire.  And this big ball gave off lots and lots of
rays which made light and heat.

The moon, on the other hand, was a little white thing and had a very changeable character: 
depending on the day it got bigger or smaller. But it was always surrounded by cold and darkness.

Since they were so different, the sun and the moon often argued.

They would fight like cats and dogs.  And it was clear that they were heading for trouble.

Until one day, they had a falling out.

The wise men of the tribe have, through the years,  passed on the legend of: The sun and the moon

The moon, who was the most melodramatic, shouted and shouted, accusing the sun of being the
one who got people scattering in all directions.  According to the moon, whenever the sun came on
the scene, everyone got busy doing things. Some went off to work the land, others to hunt.  And
that meant that the moon had its hands full every night trying to gather everybody back together
around the fire.

But don't think the sun just sat there and accepted that.  No, no it stood up for itself, saying that it
was only trying to help the people grow and work.  That it was the sun which brought light and joy
into peoples' lives while the only thing the moon did was leave people in the dark.  According to
the sun, if it didn't return with the morning light and warmth, the moon was capable of starving,
freezing or scaring people to death.

- You're just full of yourselfl! -said the moon, in a right fit
- And you think you're a know-it-all! -answered the sun, with flames shooting from its
mouth.
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And on they went for hours and hours.

Finally, one day the sun decided to gather the entire tribe together to tell them that after having
given the subject much thought, it had decided to move up to the sky.

- I'm going up to the sky - said the sun.  Because from up there I can light up the
whole day.  That way I'll be better able to see how you grow and mature and become
strong.  Don't worry, you are my people, and as long as I'm up there you'll have light
with which to see each other and heat to keep you warm.

And having said that, the sun then rose high, high into the sky.

When the moon found out that the sun had moved up to the sky, it was beside itself with envy.

It immediately called the tribe together and told them:

- I'm going up to the sky too. When I appear, that means that the day is over.  And
when I blanket you in the darkness of night you can gather around the fire and talk
about  things.  Thanks to me you'll be able to rest and sleep. I'll give you dreams.

And having said that, the moon, too, rose high, high into the sky.

That's why the sun punctually appears every morning and lights up the whole prarie.  It steadily
travels from one end of the prarie to the other, over the heads of the people, until it disappears on
the other side.
 
And once it goes back into hiding, the moon blankets everything with its blue robe and all
becomes dark and silent.

As you know, the sun and the moon never again exchanged another word.

From that time on, the moon has followed the sun where ever it goes.  Day after day.  And the
Sioux wisemen say that that's the way it will be until the light of the sun goes out...or the moon
falls from the sky.

Script: J.M. Hernandez Ripoll



© CCRTV Interactiva, S.A. | Televisió de Catalunya, S.A.

Avís legal |
Segell de qualitat |
Contacta  |

Idiomes
Català
Castellano
English


