
The sphinx's riddle

Who doesn't like solving riddles?
Come on, let's see who can solve this one?
You always see it coming and going
but it's always in the same place.
What is it?

A door!

Let's try another one.
My mother stutters.
My father sings.
I dress in white
and have yellow blood in my heart.
Who am I?

Very good... An egg!

I could tell you lots of riddles like these because I know a whole lot of them. But there's one that's
very special. It's the oldest riddle known and now I'm going to tell you the story.

Many, many years ago, the people of ancient Greece built a road to the city of Thebes.

It was a very important road, not only because it was the only road in and out of the city, but
because all goods and food were brought into the city on this road.

But one terrible day, the road was blocked. No one could enter or leave the city and the citizens
were completely cut off.

The one to blame for this was the fearsome Sphinx, a supernatural being with the head of a
woman, the body of a lion, the wings of an eagle, and the teeth of a shark. It planted itself in the
middle of the road and wouldn't let anyone pass.

After plopping itself down, the Sphinx said it would pose a riddle to all travelers who came by.
But the worst part was that if they didn't guess the right answer, it would eat them alive. And it
wouldn't free the road until someone solved the riddle...the Sphinx's riddle.

The city of Thebes was brought to a standstill by the Sphinx's little joke. The citizens lived in
terror, and were at their wits end. Their future looked bleak.

And, of course, all the travelers who arrived had no choice but to try and solve the dangerous
riddle to avoid being devoured by the monster.

"You!" said the Sphinx to the first traveler who dared to pass by, "What animal walks
on four feet in the morning, two feet in the afternoon, and three feet in the evening?"



Very upset and scared out of his wits, the first traveler let his nerves get the best of him and
without thinking he answered,

"The fish!"

The poor man wasn't even given a moment to try to come up with another answer because the
Sphinx swallowed him alive. Yum!

After a while, the second traveler arrived and the Sphinx asked him the same question:

"What animal walks on four feet in the morning, two feet in the afternoon, and three
feet in the evening?"

 The second traveler went totally blank. He was so terrified he couldn't utter a word.

"The snake!" he stuttered.

And the Sphinx gobbled him up before he could say goodbye. Yum!

The third traveler came along and the Sphinx asked the same question again.

"What animal walks on four feet in the morning, two feet in the afternoon, and three
feet in the evening?"
 "Wait, wait, don't tell me, I know the answer," said the third traveler trying to gain
some time. "It's on the tip of my tongue... It's...it's... it's the duck," he blurted out
finally.

And the Sphinx ate him up in one gulp as if he were a stuffed olive. Yum!

As the days passed by, so did the travelers. Everyone who came along the road to Thebes ended up
in the Sphinx's stomach. No one was able to solve such a tricky riddle.
 
But one hot, sultry day, a boy named Oedipus came up against that cruel Sphinx.

Wearing a cap and shorts, Oedipus arrived all out of breath because of the intense heat.

"Where are you going?" asked the Sphinx.
"I'm going to the city of Thebes," replied Oedipus.
"Then first, you'll have to solve this riddle," explained the Sphinx. "If you don't
answer it correctly, I'll eat you alive as I have all those who came before you. Are you
ready?"
"Go ahead!" answered Oedipus bravely.
"What animal walks on four feet in the morning, two feet in the afternoon, and three
feet in the evening?"

Oedipus didn't hesitate a moment and answered on the spot.

"It's man. In the morning of his life, when he's a baby, he crawls on four feet. In the
noon of his life, he is an adult and he walks on two feet. But when he is old, in the
evening of his life, he walks with a cane on three feet."
"You're right!" roared the Sphinx in great disappointment.
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No sooner had he said that then the Sphinx vanished in a flash, freeing the road to the city of
Thebes.

The people of Thebes could hardly believe their eyes when they saw Oedipus enter the city. Men
and women, boys and girls, everyone ran out into the street to hail the traveler who had solved the
Sphinx's riddle and freed the road.

"Long live, Oedipus!" they cried out again and again.

Everyone in the city without exception agreed that Oedipus was the most intelligent person they
knew.

And in a ceremony attended by a great multitude of people, they named him King of Thebes. They
handed him the king's sceptre to reign and they hung a medal around his neck, a distinction worn
by the wisest members of the community.

And that was how Oedipus reigned over Thebes until... until he walked on three feet.
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